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MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION OF METALS

causes of the difficulty are incompletely washed prints or an in-
sufficiently polished surface of the plate. Clean the surface of
the ferrotype plate thoroughly with warm water or alcohol, and
then cover it with a very thin layer of wax applied to the surface
in the form of a solution of beeswax in benzene or use one of the
solutions prepared for the purpose, such as the Ingento Polishing
Compound. Let the plate stand for a few minutes until the sol-
vent has evaporated, leaving the waxed surface, and then rub
vigorously until the excess wax has been removed and a brilliant
polish results. Five or six drops of the polishing solution is
enough for the purpose.

If many photographs are to be preserved, some sort of a card
on which the prints can be mounted for filing is useful. Figure
50 shows a style of mount suitable for general purposes.